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OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH REGULATIONS 

83. MR S.J. PRICE to the Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations: 

How will this government improve workplace safety regulations and why was this not done sooner? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 

That is a very good question from the member for Forrestfield. I just remind members that the member for 
Forrestfield was originally a fly in, fly out mineworker and then he worked on the tools at Alcoa. This is a man 
who knows what he is talking about when he discusses health and safety. I would like to point out that we have 
a plan to bring forward unified work health and safety legislation in this state. We have a plan to unify the 
management of occupational health and safety in this state. We are taking action to advance improvements to 
regulate health and safety. We are improving the enforcement arrangements for health and safety. We are 
increasing cooperation by bringing all the agencies together into one portfolio. We are modernising the legislation. 
The OHS legislation of this state is now 30 years old. It was revolutionary 30 years ago but it is no longer up to 
date. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: We introduced it 30 years ago. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The Labor Party introduced it 30 years ago. 

Nationally consistent work health and safety legislation has been recommended to all states. The member asked 
why these things were not done sooner. That is a very good question from the member. I will just let him know 
that the first thing that this government did was ask the Department of Commerce and the Department of Mines 
and Petroleum to talk to each other because both agencies were directed by the last government to separately work 
on the nationally consistent laws. What a shock! When I asked those two agencies to work together, what did they 
report back? They said that they have a lot in common. Given that they are implementing the same draft laws, it 
was hardly a surprise that bringing the two agencies together would create benefits. It was a revolutionary thing to 
ask the two health and safety agencies to talk to each other. Apparently, the former government was not capable 
of doing that. The other question we need to ask is: why were the nationally consistent work health and safety laws 
not being progressed in this state? 
Ms J.M. Freeman: Why not? 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Because they were sitting on the black hole, which was the desk of Hon Michael Mischin. 
Along with so many other reports and recommendations, they sat there and died because they could not come off 
that desk. Like so many other areas in the commerce portfolio, they went in and they never came back. That will 
not be the history of this government. We have already brought those two agencies together. They are excited about 
the opportunities to have better cooperation in health and safety in this state and more focused enforcement. At the 
end of the day, the number one thing that a government can do is make sure workers come home safely each night. 
That is the motivation for the members on this side of the chamber and a number of the members on the other side 
of the chamber, particularly the member for Forrestfield, who has such a great background. We should remember 
that. He was an active FIFO worker and a former worker on the tools at Alcoa. He is not just somebody who 
considered health and safety as an afterthought or who was just concerned about legislation; he is somebody who 
directly benefited from the health and safety laws of 1985. He is the sort of person who will benefit from work 
safety and health laws that this government will introduce in the future. 
 


	OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH REGULATIONS

